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Charles Saer 
Community Primary 
School  
 

 
 

History  Policy 
 

Intent 
 
To support our whole school curriculum intent in History,  we aim to stimulate the 

children’s curiosity and understanding about the life of people who lived in the past in 

Britain and the Wider world, whilst developing the children’s chronological knowledge and 
their ability to identify continuity and change over periods of time. It is important for the 
children to understand that history is constructed by people who study the past and this is 
based on research and evidence. The findings of which are open to interpretation and may 
change according to the evidence used and who is interpreting it. Through the History 
curriculum, we aim to help children understand society and their place within it, so that 
they develop a sense of their cultural heritage.  
 
At Charles Saer Community Primary School, children are encouraged to develop and use 
Historical skills i.e. enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and presentation, as well as 
giving reasons as to why people in the past behaved in the way they did and their effect on 
present day society(legacy). Children are encouraged to think for themselves, work 
independently and display self confidence.  We ensure that Historical skills and knowledge 
are built on and developed throughout children’s time at school so that they can apply their 
knowledge of History when examining artefacts and resources, asking and answering 
questions, finding evidence, building arguments and explaining their reasons confidently. 
History fosters  tolerance of other people’s opinions and the understanding that others may 
interpret evidence  of the past in a different way.  
 
We want our children to have a broad vocabulary and we work hard to narrow the 
vocabulary gap. Historic language is taught, revisited and built upon as they progress 
through school.  In every classroom, history specific words are introduced and displayed, 
linked to their current History topic. By the end of the topic, children are able to give a 
definition of the word and use it in the correct context. To develop the children’s language 
skills, teachers model sentences and  historical phrases, in order to help the children 
construct their own arguments. 
 
The staff at Charles Saer Community Primary School ensure that all children are exposed 
to high quality teaching and learning experiences. History teaching focuses on enabling 
children to think as historians. Whenever possible we provide children with first hand 
experiences and place an emphasis on examining historical artefacts, photographs and 
primary sources.  
We believe that first hand experiences are crucial in developing the whole child and 
throughout their time at school, we give children the opportunity to visit sites of historical 
significance and Museums. We encourage visitors to come into the school and talk about 
their experiences of events in the past. In each phase, we include a local History study to 
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help the children to connect with their own heritage and develop a sense of pride in self, 
school and community. These experiences  are purposeful and link with the knowledge 
being taught in class..  
Our History curriculum enables children to develop their skills of co-operation, resilience 
and commitment through working with others, and to encourage where possible, ways for 
children to explore History in forms which are relevant and meaningful to them.  
 
We recognise and value the importance of stories in history teaching and we regard this as 
an important way of stimulating interest in the past. We teach with a creative approach to 
ensure this occurs.  
 

Implementation 
 
At Charles Saer Community Primary School, we have developed a cross curricular 
approach to our curriculum using selected and adapted lessons from ‘Curriculum Maestro’ 
units over a two-year cycle. 
 
Through this, History is taught either as a cross-curricular link or as a focus topic, following 
the National Curriculum (2014) programmes of study.  
 

 
Curriculum map 
 
At Charles Saer Community Primary School, we have mixed age classes, so we have 
developed a two-year cycle to ensure full coverage of the National Curriculum 2014 across 
the school. 
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Progression of skills 
 
The progression documents below have been designed to show how and when we will 
cover all of the relevant History knowledge and skills across our school. The Progression 
of skills has been divided into five areas;  
Chronology,   
Events, People and Places,  
Interpretation, enquiry and using sources, 
Communication 
Vocabulary. 
These cover the skills and knowledge from the National Curriculum (2014) document.  
There is progression of skills for each year group in each of the five areas. The lessons 
have been designed to ensure that each area has good coverage and provides 
opportunities to build on the skills from previous years. 
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Themed days 
 
At Charles Saer Community Primary School, we teach History creatively, using 
‘Curriculum Maestro’ units. Through this, History is taught either as a cross-curricular link 
or as a focus topic, following the National Curriculum (2014) programmes of study. We 
believe that topic based learning makes learning purposeful and relevant for our children, 
which in turn increases motivation and enjoyment of learning. We introduce each topic with 
a ‘WOW’ day to hook the children. This could be using the school grounds  to take part in 
a role play eg invasion by the Roman Army, a WW2 evacuation experience day or  a 
medieval entertainment day.; our aim is to inspire our children and make them curious 
about their future topic. 
 

Coverage 
 
If a topic is heavily History based, History lessons could be blocked and children might 
spend  6/7 afternoons  working on History skills  for that half term. If a topic is heavily 
Science  or Geography based, for example, children might not learn History that half term. 
Over the course of the 2 year cycle, children will cover all skills outlined in the National 
Curriculum (2014). 
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Impact 
 
We assess children’s work in history by making informal judgements as we observe them 
during each history lesson. Each lesson starts with a question and time is left at the end of 
the lesson for children to respond to it orally or in writing.  Assessment techniques in 
History may include: observations of pupils work/questioning, pupils discussions or oral 
presentations of their work, pupils written, pictorial or graphical work and structured 
worksheets.  On completion of a piece of work, the teacher marks the work and comments 
as necessary.  
At the end of a unit of work, the teacher makes a summary judgement about the work of 
each pupil( if they have yet to obtain, met or exceeded the unit objectives ). We use this as 
a basis for assessing the progress of the child at the end of the year, based on their 
understanding and application of the content of the National Curriculum (2014). Progress 
and attainment is reported to parents through parents evenings and end of year report. 
Records of the children’s progress are passed onto the next teacher and any skills that 
need more reinforcement are identified. These records help to inform future learning. 
 
The history subject leader keeps samples of children’s work in a portfolio. These 
demonstrate what the expected level of achievement is in history for each age group in the 
school.  

 
 
 

Curriculum  
 
EYFS (EYFS Curriculum) 
The Foundation Stage deliver  History content through the ‘Understanding of the World'-
People and communities: strand of the EYFS curriculum. This involves guiding children to 
talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. 
They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to 
this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and 
among families, communities and traditions.They are assessed according to the 
Development Matters attainment targets. 
 
Key Stage One (National Curriculum 2014) 
The principal focus of History teaching in Key Stage One is to enable pupils to develop an 
awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 
By the end  of KS1,children should know where the people and events they study fit within 
a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in 
different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They 
should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources 
to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand 
some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it 
is represented. 
 
 

Key Stage Two (National Curriculum 2014) 
The principal focus of History in Lower KS2 is to enable pupils to continue to develop a 
chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study.  By the end of  KS2, 
they should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate 
use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically 
valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They 
should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of 
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relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources. 

 
Teaching and Learning 
 
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in History lessons. Within our school, 
History is taught by individual class teachers, and takes place within the classroom, 
outdoor areas or on the playground/field or as part of a field trip . A variety of teaching 
methods are employed as appropriate, and History regularly involves the children working 
individually, in pairs and small groups or as a whole class. Teaching methods are wide 
ranging and incorporate different learning styles - visual, auditory and kinaesthetic. This is 
achieved through whole class teaching, individual and group enquiry, investigating 
artefacts and sources, formulating and answering questions and feeding back an individual 
or part of a group. 
 

Special needs provision 
 
At our school we teach history to all children, whatever their ability. History forms part of 
the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. 
Through our history teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to 
make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each 
child’s different needs. Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to consider 

each child’s attainment and progress against ‘expected ’levels.  
 When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special 
educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom 
organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, differentiation – so that we can take some 
additional or different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that 
our teaching is matched to the child’s needs. We enable pupils to have access to the full 
range of activities involved in learning History. Where children are to participate in 
activities outside the class, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity to ensure 
that it is safe and appropriate for all pupils.  

 

Equal opportunities 
 
All children have equal access to the History curriculum. All staff at Charles Saer 
Community Primary School are responsible for ensuring that all children, irrespective of 
gender, learning ability, physical disability, ethnicity and social circumstances, have access 
to the whole curriculum and make the greatest possible progress. Where appropriate, work 
will be adapted to meet pupils’ needs and, if appropriate, extra support given. Work is 
differentiated and more able pupils will be given suitably challenging activities. 

 
Health and safety 
 
Children will be taught to handle artefacts safely and respectfully during practical activities 
and prior to Museum visits.  This will be taught from a young age. Class teachers and 
teaching assistants will check Museum Loans Boxes and historical items to be handled  
and report any damage to the History subject leader, withdrawing dangerous or damaged 
items immediately. Risk assessments for visits to Museums and places of Historical 
interest will be undertaken in accordance with the school’s visits policy. 
 

 
British Values and SMSC 
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At Charles Saer Primary School we believe that a good history education supports the 
development of a good understanding of diversity; of the differences both within and 
between people. This is the basis of an understanding of History. By helping pupils to 
understand that people are different, and act in different ways, even in the same situation, 
we help to develop a feeling of respect and tolerance. 
 
 In History, pupils are challenged to think, what would I do in that situation? Would I do the 
same, or act differently? By also exploring causation ‘ –Why did they do that? – ’pupils also 
begin to think about the motives for actions – good or bad – and an understanding of 
difference that is crucial in understanding the 21st century. 
  
Interpretations also show that it is perfectly acceptable to hold different views – as long as 
they are supported by reasoned evidence – of the same event or person.  
 
Pupils ’moral development is enhanced through history by recognising the difference 
between right and wrong in historical situations and readily apply this understanding in 
their own lives and, in so doing, respect the civil and criminal law of England. 
 
History fosters an understanding and acceptance of, and engagement with the 
fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual 
respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs; the pupils develop and 
demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute 
positively to life in modern Britain.  
 
Pupils ’cultural development is enhanced through history by an understanding and 
appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage 
and that of others. It develops a knowledge of Britain's democratic parliamentary system 
and its central role in shaping our history and values, and in continuing to develop Britain.  
 
 

Links with PSHE 
 
 
History contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social and health education. 
Pupils ’social development is enhanced through history by being able to cooperate well 
with others and resolve conflicts effectively through historical work and roleplay. Children 
develop self-confidence by having opportunities to explain their views on a number of 
social questions such as how society should respond to poverty and homelessness. 
 

Homework 
 
Parents and carers are involved with supporting their children with topic-based homework. 
History homework tasks are well communicated and have a clear purpose, often providing 
children with the means to research and explore a topic to support their classroom work. 
At the end of each topic, children display their work and parents are invited in to celebrate 
their achievements. 
 

 
 
Monitoring and review  
 
Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in history is the 
responsibility of the history subject leader. The work of the history subject leader also 
involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of history, being informed about current 
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developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in 
the school. 
 

Marie Barman 
History co-ordinator 
Next review date: 


