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Intent
The Geography curriculum at Charles Saer Community Primary School is designed to give 
all children an in-depth understanding of the world around them and the way in which 
people and places are connected across the globe. It is underpinned by a desire to inspire 
in children a curiosity and fascination about the world that will remain with them throughout 
their lives.

At Charles Saer Community Primary School, children develop greater understanding and 
knowledge of the world, as well as their place in it. We aim to provide children with 
opportunities to investigate and make enquiries about their local area so that they can 
develop a real sense of who they are, their heritage and what makes our local area unique 
and special. This allows children to grow up being proud of their community. We are keen 
for our children to develop their language skills in all areas of the curriculum and we work 
hard to narrow the vocabulary gap. Geography-specific vocabulary is taught in all phases 
and is revisited and revised as children move through the school. Our curriculum equips 
children with geographical skills and allows them to develop their knowledge and cultural 
understanding through the study of diverse places, people, resources and natural and 
human environments. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human 
geography, children gain an appreciation of life in other cultures and develop tolerance for 
others from an early age.

Geography is an investigative subject and so we actively encourage children to ask their 
own questions and discover the answers to these through exploration and research. 
Our curriculum is designed to provide our children with an understanding of the world 
around them and is enhanced through first-hand experiences. Fieldwork is an essential 
part of the Geography curriculum and allows the children to explore different habitats in 
ways they may not have experienced before. It gives them the opportunity to make 
discoveries for themselves and create lasting memories. It also allows them to work 
collaboratively and develop important skills such as cooperation and resilience that they 
can apply, not only in the classroom, but also in their everyday lives. This practical 
component of the curriculum develops children’s independence in their learning, helping 
set them up to become lifelong learners. 
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Implementation

In order to foster children’s curiosity about the world, interest and creativity, we are 
enthusiastic about Geography and encourage children to explore and ask questions. We 
take a creative approach to delivering our curriculum and Geography is taught as part of 
topic lessons in a two-year cycle. The lessons are based on the 2014 Primary National 
Curriculum and teaching follows our progression documents to ensure all knowledge and 
skills are covered and are progressive throughout the school.

Curriculum map
At Charles Saer Community Primary School, we have mixed age classes, so we have 
developed a two-year cycle to ensure full coverage across the school.

Page  of 2 11



Progression of skills

The following document shows the progression of skills and knowledge to be covered in 
Geography throughout the school. It has been designed to ensure children build on 
previous knowledge and skills and are suitably challenged in all areas of the Geography 
curriculum. 
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Themed days

At Charles Saer Community Primary School, we teach Geography creatively through the 
Curriculum Maestro units. Geography may be taught as the focus of the topic or as a 
cross-curricular link. Topics are introduced to the class with a ‘WOW’ experience to hook 
the children and engage them in their learning. This could involve a visit to a local area or 
inviting visitors into the school. Some topics are weighted more heavily towards 
Geography, meaning children will cover many of the skills during this time. Other topics 
may touch on Geography as a cross-curricular link and may involve children revisiting and 
applying previous learning. It is expected that all knowledge and skills will be covered over 
the course of the two-year cycle. Geography is threaded into the teaching of different 
subjects to enhance our children’s understanding and knowledge of the world. For 
example, we host a Languages Day once a year in which children across the school learn 
about a different country, increasing their breadth of knowledge. Teachers choose which 
country to study based on their class’s needs and interests, making the learning relevant 
and exciting to the children.

Assessment

Children demonstrate their ability for Geography in a range of different ways and we try to 
take these into account when assessing their learning. As suggested by the Geographical 
Association, it is important that children DO Geography, rather than listen to it, by being 
engaged in practical activities in and beyond the classroom. Therefore, a formal, 
summative assessment is not always appropriate. Instead, teachers engage in continuous 
formative assessments during Geography lessons. This may involve listening to pupils’ 
discussions as they carry out a practical activity, observing and questioning pupils as they 
work and looking at and discussing their written, pictorial and graphical work. On 
completion of a piece of work, the teacher marks the work and comments as necessary. 
These assessments help teachers plan lessons accordingly and ensure all children are 
given the opportunities to make progress with their geographical knowledge and thinking. 
This knowledge is then collated throughout the year by class teachers and helps inform 
their judgement of whether a child is working at, above or below the expected level for 
their age by the end of each academic year. The Rising Stars Progression Frameworks 
are available to support teachers’ own professional judgements with this for Key Stages 
One and Two. Attainment is reported to parents through parents’ evenings and end of year 
reports and is passed on to the subsequent teachers in the form of an assessment grid.

Curriculum 

EYFS
Geography is delivered through the Understanding the World strand of the EYFS 
curriculum. This involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their 
community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, 
technology and the environment. We relate the geographical aspects of the children’s work 
to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals, which underpin the curriculum 
planning for children aged three to five. 

Key Stage One (National Curriculum 2014)
Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. 
They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical 
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geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to 
enhance their locational awareness. 

Pupils should be taught to: 
Locational knowledge 
• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 
• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 
Place knowledge 
• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and 

physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a 
contrasting non-European country 

Human and physical geography 
• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of 

hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 
• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
- key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 

river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 
- key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, 

harbour and shop 
Geographical skills and fieldwork 
• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as 

well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 
• use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and 

directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of 
features and routes on a map 

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human 
and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a 
key 

• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and 
its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.

Key Stage Two (National Curriculum 2014)
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include 
the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location 
and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. 
They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to 
enhance their locational and place knowledge.

Pupils should be taught to: 
Locational knowledge 
• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 

Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and 
their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand 
how some of these aspects have changed over time 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)

Place knowledge 
• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, 
and a region within North or South America 

Human and physical geography 
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• describe and understand key aspects of: 
- physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 

mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
- human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 

describe features studied 
• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key 

(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features 
in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, 
and digital technologies.

Teaching and Learning

When teaching Geography at Charles Saer Community Primary School, we want children 
to be engaged, motivated and keen to find out more. A variety of teaching approaches are 
used to enable this and to help develop our children’s ability to think as geographers. This 
includes whole-class teaching, problem solving tasks and research activities. Children may 
work in small groups together and we actively encourage them to ask as well as answer 
geographical questions. Where possible, Geography is taught through practical, hands-on 
activities but children also use appropriate data and information sources such as maps, 
photographs, videos and websites to support their learning. Children take part in fieldwork 
within the local area to give them first-hand experiences and make the learning relevant to 
them. This is an important part of the Geography curriculum and allows children to develop 
their geographical skills whilst also practising using geography-specific vocabulary. 

Special needs provision

At Charles Saer Community Primary School, we recognise the fact that children have 
widely different geographical abilities and so we strive to provide suitable learning 
opportunities for all children, including those with additional needs. We look at a range of 
factors including classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style and 
differentiation of tasks in order to help these children learn more effectively. We aim to 
match the task to the ability of the child through setting open-ended tasks, setting different 
tasks for different ability groups, providing appropriate resources to scaffold children’s 
learning and using classroom assistants to support the work of individual children or 
groups of children.

Equal opportunities

It is the responsibility of all teachers at Charles Saer Community Primary School to ensure 
that all children are given full access to the Geography curriculum, irrespective of ability, 
race, gender, age, faith, disability or social circumstances. Work is adapted to meet the 
needs of the pupils where appropriate, to ensure that all pupils are suitably challenged and 
can make the greatest possible progress.
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Health and safety
Visits and fieldwork are an integral part of the Geography curriculum, helping to develop 
geographical enquiry and skills. Children learn best when the learning environment is 
ordered and they feel safe, therefore any visit should be well-organised and provide a 
stimulating and valuable experience. The class teacher should plan the visit in detail, with 
the pupils’ safety and welfare at the forefront of their mind. A risk assessment should be 
carried out for each visit and all staff involved to be given a copy of this. 

British Values and SMSC

We offer children in our school opportunities to examine some of the fundamental 
questions in life through Geography teaching. For example, discussing the changing 
landscape and environmental issues (both in lessons and in our Eco Club) leads children 
to ask questions about the evolution of the planet. We also encourage children to reflect 
on the impact of mankind on our world. One of the most important values Geography can 
teach is tolerance for others. Through teaching about contrasting localities, we enable the 
children to learn about possible inequalities and injustices in the world. We help them to 
develop their knowledge and understanding of different cultures (which they may not have 
experienced before) so that they learn to avoid stereotyping other people and instead 
appreciate people’s differences. Geography teaching can also contribute to children’s 
moral development by raising ethical dilemmas and issues that can be discussed as a 
class.

Links with PSHE
Geography can inspire pupils to develop their concept of themselves as a global citizen 
and recognise a range of social issues, outside of their own experiences. The children 
become aware of matters of concern around the world and can act on these in their own 
way. They learn about the impact an individual or group of individuals can make on the 
world and may think about their own behaviour in relation to this. Geography also 
promotes discussions and debates, giving children the chance to express their views and 
listen to others. Geography promotes the concept of positive citizenship and can influence 
the development of the whole child.

Homework

Parents and carers are involved with supporting their children with topic-based homework 
throughout the year. Geography homework tasks are well-communicated and have a clear 
purpose, often providing children with the means to research and explore a topic to 
support and enhance their classroom work. At the end of each topic, children display their 
work and parents are invited in to celebrate their achievements. 

Monitoring and review

Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in Geography 
is the responsibility of the Geography subject leader. The work of the Geography subject 
leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of Geography, being informed 
about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for 
the subject in the school.
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Phoebe O’Cleirigh
Geography Co-ordinator
Next review date:
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